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PROUD: Jeremy White and 
Mike Corbett are eager to 
see the space project (inset) 
take shape. 
Pictures: Lachlan Bence/Supplied

LIFT
OFF

ONE Ballarat business is 
playing a pivotal role in the 
construction of Australia's 
first spaceport in East Arn-
hem, Northern Territory.

The project is being 
constructed by Equatorial 
Launch Australia and a con-
tract has already been signed 
with NASA for its rockets and 

payloads to be launched at 
the site upon its completion.

Commercial space en-
terprises such as SpaceX 
are also potential users of 
the spaceport.

The project could bring a 
much-needed injection of 
jobs and investment to the 
local economy which suf-
fered through a tumultuous 
2020 due to the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.
Delacombe business DW 

Controls has been contract-
ed to design and construct 
the mains switchboard and 
install the site's power plant, 
a series of large diesel gener-
ators made by PR Power.

DW Controls will also 
build an exact replica of the 
site's launch pad and run 
proof of concept testing be-

fore everything is shipped to 
the future spaceport, locat-
ed near Nhulunbuy on the 
Northern Territory's north-
east coast, where they will 
reconstruct the power plant.

They will also be able to 
monitor and control the 
power plant from its Ballarat 
site once the spaceport is op-
erational.

After 18 months of plan-

ning and pandemic-related 
delays, the first phase of the 
project got underway on 
Wednesday morning as the 
four main diesel generators 
were delivered to Ballarat.

Everything on the site will 
have to be constructed from 
scratch as it has no existing 
power or communications 
infrastructure.

DW Controls general 

manager Jeremy White said 
setting up a replica launch 
pad would allow the power 
plant to be deconstructed, 
shipped and reconstructed 
like a Meccano set.

"We've got a lot of items 
that have got to come in 
here, get positioned and then 
we've got to do all the comms 
between them," he said.

 ■ Continued page 4

BY JACKSON RUSSELL

Ballarat innovation links into spaceport project with NASA
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Search for mass-jabs site
A SITE for Ballarat's mass 
coronavirus vaccination 
hub remains in progress as 
neighbouring city Geelong 
looks to start public jabs in 
a major industrial landmark.

A Ballarat Health Services 
spokesperson confirmed the 
process was still in the works 
with the state government in 
determining the best site for 
the region.

Geelong-based Barwon 

Health is one of four public 
health bodies in the state 
to receive Victoria's first 
doses of the AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccine and 
inoculations will start this 
week. Geelong Advertiser 
reports the former Ford Fac-
tory in the city's north will be 
transformed into a high-vol-
ume vaccination centre for 
the public.

Ballarat has been identi-
fied as one of nine vaccina-
tion hubs in the state under 

the newly formed Grampi-
ans Public Health Unit led 
by BHS chief medical officer 
Rosemary Aldrich.

The Courier understands 
BHS is in the process of step-
ping up Pfizer vaccinations 
to high-priority healthcare 
workers this week. This fol-
lows the successful roll-out 
of the vaccine in a tightly 
managed cold-chain process 
to the city's public aged care 
residents last week.

An initial vaccination base 

has been set up within BHS 
Base Hospital for medical 
staff with specialist-trained 
mobile teams dispatched to 
aged care facilities. The po-
tential for a second health-
care vaccination hub has 
been touted for BHS' Queen 
Elizabeth Centre.

A mass vaccination site 
in Ballarat would need to be 
both large and easily accessi-
ble for the public.

Australia is lagging on 
its coronavirus vaccination 

targets but authorities insist 
the country stamping out 
community transmission 
has bought time.

More than 100,000 people 
have received their first dose 
but the figure is well short of 
what was promised with the 
rollout in its third week. At 
the same time, almost two 
weeks have passed without a 
case of COVID-19 communi-
ty transmission in Australia.

The federal government 
has pledged to have four mil-

lion people receiving a jab by 
the end of March and at least 
one dose being available to 
all adults by October.

To reach the March tar-
get, phase 1a (1.4 million 
high-priority healthcare 
workers, aged care residents 
and staff and hotel quar-
antine workers) must be 
complete and a sizable start 
on phase 1b, including other 
healthcare and emergency 
service workers and adults 
aged 70-plus.

BY MELANIE WHELAN

Location pending for city's next step in COVID-19 fight

 ■ From page 1
"There's a lot of testing 

that's got to go in because 
seeing as it's going to such a 
remote location. That's one 
of the key reasons why we've 
chosen to do a one-for-one 
scale, so if we need any ex-
tra equipment or another 
part, we're close by, we're 
not waiting for three or four 
weeks up on site for a part 
to come from Melbourne or 
Sydney or Adelaide."

Mr White said there was 
the potential for job creation 
throughout the project's de-
velopment.

"Because it's been in the 
making over 18 months, the 
family at home has been 
asking if the project is going 
to happen... but to go home 
and say it's actually happen-
ing, we are going to press 
forward with this, is pretty 
exciting," he said.

"The people that I've told, 
because now we can actually 
mention the project, people 
are saying 'what, we're build-
ing a spaceport in Australia?', 

because not a lot of people 
know that and there's other 
things that are going to come 
out in the future.

"It's pretty interesting 
what's gonna happen in the 
next five or six years, it is go-
ing to be unbelievable."

ELA manager power, com-

munications and IT Marco 
Pavincich said the site's close 
proximity to the equator, just 
12 degrees south, made it an 
optimal launch location.

"This is a massive mile-
stone because all the power 
for the whole site will come 
from these four generators," 

he said. "They'll be com-
pletely assembled here in 
Ballarat, together with all 
the supporting transformers, 
the diesel fuel tanks, and the 
switchboard with commu-
nications... will be inside a 
40-foot container."

Project manager for the 

project's head electrical 
contractor Che Rogers said 
the spaceport would be one 
of just three in the southern 
hemisphere and would be 
aimed at commercial pro-
jects. "This spaceport is more 
aimed at the commercial, 
low-orbit sort of smaller 

rockets and non-manned 
satellites, but it has the ca-
pacity to grow," he said. "It 
will all be locally fabricated, 
local resources. Most of the 
big equipment is coming out 
of Victoria and most of the 
hands will be local labour."

– JACKSON RUSSELL

Ballarat's 
role in 
space 
project

LAUNCH: DW Controls general manager Jeremy White, PR Power state manager Mike Corbett, CJ Milne project manager Che Rogers and ELA 
manager power, communications and IT Marco Pavincich at the generator delivery on Wednesday. Picture: Lachlan Bence.

The Senior Newspaper
invite you to join them on the 2021

Tour 2:

Perth to Sydney
8 - 22 Dec 2021

Tour 1:

Sydney to Perth
20 Nov – 13 Dec 2021

A choice of
2 itineraries:Onboard MS Oosterdam

ofAustralia
Circumnavigation

Travelrite International P/L
423 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn, Victoria 3135
Toll Free: 1800 630 343 | Phone: (03) 8803 6868
Email: balwyn@travelrite.com.au • www.travelrite.com.au

FROM

$6,525 per person,
twin share

*Includes GST
• The price for flights will be additional

FROM

$4,265 per person,
twin share

*Includes GST
• The price for flights will be additional

Book with confidence: Deposit refundable up to 90 days before departure

• Tour Airlie Beach
• Call into Darwin, viewing the Chinese Temple and lush
Botanical Gardens. We tour the historic sites of the
city including the East Point Military Precinct.

• Visit Dili, the “City of Peace” and capital of Timor-Leste.
We will enjoy a tour of the city and see many historical
buildings, monuments & religious places.

• See Komodo Island, the largest island in Komodo
National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
Man and Biosphere Reserve.

• Discover Port Lincoln, known as the seafood and aquaculture
capital of Australia, and the beautiful, tranquil Coffin Bay
featuring magnificent coastline, beautiful beaches, incredible
wildlife and fresh seafood.

• Explore Kangaroo Island, and spot wallabies, koalas, kangaroos
and fur seals. We will have a tour of Seal Bay, viewing the Sea
Lion colony.

• Tour through Melbourne, visiting the famous Queen Victoria
Market, the Royal Botanical Gardens, the CBD where we see some
of the famed laneways that now contain art, modern bars and cafes.

Highlights:

TOUR 1:
20 NOVEMBER -
13 DECEMBER 2021

Highlights:

TOUR 2:
8 DECEMBER -
22 DECEMBER 2021

Find your
new View
with realestateview.com.au

Australia’s trusted source for property.

Whether you’re looking to buy or rent property or when it comes time to sell
your most valuable asset, realestateview.com.au will help you find your new view.
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